Correlation between the level of IgA and Pneumocystis carinii infection.
Sputum examination for detection of P. carinii pneumonia (PCP) can be substituted for more invasive techniques. There was a significant correlation between PCP and the increased level of IgA in serum (P less than 0.01) and sputum. The increase in IgA level in sputum was much more higher than that in the serum. This supports the concept that local antibody formation by the lung may have a more important role in the immune and inflammatory response to P. carinii.